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Dear Friends ofintercultural Dialogue Institute,

We live in a world of everincreasing interdepend-
ence between nations, but, paradoxically, of growing
enmity between cultures, religions and social groups.
A lack of knowledge about other traditions and beliefs

The objectives of the IDI have been achieved largely
due to the support we have received from other
organizations and/or individuals who have seen
value in the projects carried out by the IDI.We have
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cen be a catalyst for antagonism between individua

and groups when forced to live in close proximity|

The same can be true on a global level, where t

media often becomes the only way groups and com-

munities are exposed to each other.

As IDI, we believe that exposure to different cultures
and faiths will build mutual understanding between
groups and individuals and contribute to peaceful
interdependence. Cultural and religious understand-
ing must be generated among individuals in and be
tween their neighborhoods, religious communities
and workplaces. In congruence with these state
ments, we are pursuing intercultural and interfaith
initiatives to encourage and support local authorities
and community groups in managing their religious
and cultural differences to bring about collaboration

s organized many events over the last several yea
aimed at uniting Canadians of various background
hethrough engaging them in programs and project
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such as conferences, cultural exhibitions, religiou
excursions and youth and family oriented short ang
long term initiatives.

The success of the activities implemented by the 100
owes much to those people who have lead the
communities to engage in intercultural and inter-
faith activities and support the IDI when invited to
embrace events fusing Canadians.
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We will endeavour to contribute to sustainable and
peaceful coexistence amongst all communities both
nationally and globally.

| would like to introduce you our new IDI Quarterly
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Programs
9 rather than conflict. you will find detailed information about our past
: Headquartered in Toronto, with currently operating 9| activities and future projects, interviews, inspiring
Respect for Humankind, chapters; we are committed to improving the articles, and much more...
by Fethullah Gulen dialogue and harmony between cultures, ethnicities, | From all of us at the IDI, we extend our warmest
and communities throughout the nation. wishes of health, joy and peace to all of readers
Ahmet Tamirci
Essay Contest by IDI Ottawa: Language of ArtL,ondon Branch hosts its First Dialogue and
and Art of Living Together Friendship Program
Tgﬁ;&fzg”;tr“g]ilzjiigllogxee;g?itme Education, and Communication. || ongon Branch of Intercultural EOT I +ET G880 51 EOA
contest for ur%versit;?studentsyin 2011 Theme: "The Art of Living !Dialogue Institu_te (IDI). org_amized shared their remarks on the signifi-
Ottawa, geared towards an inter- | Together: What can International gsTls;_\AErgjal FérlgnAdshlg [éll;\{l?l’ A .I(.:a;:cf:e gng ZUFCES\IS (a/en_}. £ &Al E
disciplinary approach to enhancing | Language of Arts Teach us about | - L T 5E A i Gr@ddisti d duekts of i z
core skills in their disciplines. The | Global Harmony?'Or, more simply, | 1€S23 EAOET ¢ - OE A (| @feristingliished gliest df ine |
winners will be invited to the Dia- | "The Language of Art and the Art of A O AGO 7AOOAOT nighiwere Eig Eddrtitors) Chief 6O

logue and Friendship program at
the Parliament Hill for the award
ceremony on May 4, 2011.

These core competencies include,

but are not limited to:

o Critical Thinking

o Written expression through the
Language Arts

« Interdisciplinary Studies

The thematic scopeof the Annual
Essay Contest encompasses the
following fields of study: Cultural
Studies, Government, Sociology,
Language Arts, International Af-
fairs, Political Science, Law, History,

Living Together"

Winning students will be awarded as
follows:

e 1stplace: $ 3,000
« 2ndplace: $ 2,500
e 3rdplace: $1,000

In addition to these awardsthe
winners will be invited to the Par-
liament Hill Dialogue and Friend-
ship Program for the Award Cere-
mony in October, 2011 For more
information, please

visit essaycontest.ciid.ca

on February 3rd, 2011.

IDI London invited more than 70
prominent members of society
including politicians, professors,
businessmen, media and religious
leaders.

Keynote Speech by Michael Becha
FOT T +ETC80O 51EQ
Water marbling art (Ebru) show,

art exhibition, and live Turkish Sufi
Music were the highlights of the
night. MP Irene Mathyssen, Mayor
Joe Fontana, Chief of Police Brad
Duncan and Professor Hugh Mellon

Fire John Kobarda, District & Catho-
lic School Board TrusteesReligious
Leaders. Professors and Community
Representatives.



http://essaycontest.ciid.ca/

Harmony
Friendship Dinner Brought Ubgetherin Toronto

Toronto Chapter of Intercultural
Dialogue Institute (IDI) organized
its 6th Annual Friendship Dinner
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IDI Ottawa organized
Interfaith Gathering
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i Generation of Peace in the Toronto
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on January 12th 2011, which was
dedicated to the role of education in
a multicultural society.

The dinner brought together 240
distinguished faces of Toronto in-

t hen
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cluding MPs, Provincial ministers, MPPs, University Presidents, School Board Directors, Representatives fron
Police, Fire and Emergency Services, community and faith leaders, and university professors. The event was| |ntercultural Dialogue Institute z
introduced by a hosting committee consisting of 10 distinguished members of Canadian society who contrib- | Ottawa (IDI - Ottawa) organized
uted their leadership, knowledge, and experience to the organization of the dinner. its first interfaith gathering in
Ottawa on Monday, February 28
The program of the night included introductory videos about the activities of IDI and Intercultural study trip to | 2011. The theme of the event was
Turkey. Art of Water Marbling (Ebru) show was one of the compelling parts of the program in which some dis{ &, EGOET ¢ 41 CAOEA|O AO
tinguished guests had a chance to personally participate. An awavdnning student choir from William Dunbar | The friends of IDI zOttawa at-
Public School offered their own contribution to the event. The choir performance included among others the | tended the program and enjoyed
song Inshallah written and composed by Dr. Gary Polonsky, the founder and former president of the UOIT. A| to see different cultural and reli-
prize draw held at the end of the program became another memorable moment of the night. The draw featurefigious community leaders around.
two comfort level return tickets to Istanbul presented by Turkish Airlines.
The Master of Ceremony was Rey.
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Ontario to recognize its outstanding contributions to the field of inclusive education. United Church. After the keynote
speech by Father Alex Michalopu-
los, Dormition of the Virgin Mary
Greek Orthodox Church, the Abo-
. . . riginal and Ethnic Liaison Officer
Meet Your Neighbors Rumi Talk Series: Undeod the tRaumtgkdd Bt thdR U M
O0- AAO 91 00 ECEAT O
Institute is a program where Turkish| The message of peace, tolerancef the event featured a medidand MP Madam Lise Zarac gave
families hosts guests at their houses tbAT A 1 1T OA EI1 2 O iprésértatiord T AvO O cadBniic® some insightful remarks about the
have dinner together. Families meet,transcended cultural and relgious speeches and a live Whirlingyalue of Intercultural trips to
greet, and create a joyful atmosphere toboundaries and gained aDervish performance. The firs Turkey organized by IDI. Rabb
enhance dialogue and exchange. Universal appeal. As a resultspeaker was Maria Subtelny, Arie Chark, The Metivta of Ottawa,
The evening is about having a greatUNESCO has declared the yedProfessor of Persian and IslamicSenior pastor Richard Trenholm
time together in an environment open 2007 as the International Year of Studies at Near and Middleof Kanata Pentecostal Church, Mr.
to learning over a meal. Through this Rumi. In North America Rumi is Eastern Civilizations Department Zakaria Khan, the NCR Muslim
experience, exchange of ideas, tolernow one of the most widely read at the University of Toronto. In her| Coordinating Council, Dr. Harpal
ance, development of new forms dfpoets. presentation, Maria spoke aboufButtar, and representatives of
dialogue and new friendships are . . . the tales in the Masnawi, an epicOttawa Sikh Community alsa
hoped to be gained. To _appremate _the rich spiritual work of Rumi. shared their remarks about the
heritage of this 13th century program
Our guests include Hon. Peter Milikenmystical thinker and poet| The second presentation made by '
(Speaker of the House), Ministerintercultural Dialogue Institute - Willaim Rory Dickson was titled| A compelling part of the evening
Margarett Best (Ontario), MLA David Toronto has launched a series of'Love Beyond Borders: Rumi'swas the art show. All the atten
Xiao (Alberta), Hon. Jim Watson (Maydrprograms called Rumi Talk Series.Poetry in an Intercultural World".| dees were just amazed when
of Ottawa), Marcel Tremblay and many Part One of this series was held onRory who is completing his PHD inEbru (Turkish Water Marbling)
others. If you would like to join us and March 8th, 2011 at the St. Georgeeligious studies at Wilfrid Laurier | artist Ms. Hulya Arslan was per-
experience Turkish culture, pleasecampus of the University of University spoke about the theme forming the show.
contact our office in your region. Toronto. The event wasi £ 11 OA ET 201 E3O0 DEE] [ Ol PEU8 | (A
sponsored by SAYGI Turkishemphasized the significance dfAt the end of the program, Dr
Canadian Academics Association. 2 O E6 0 AAOEAA |diggi Wong, sMersper of Barlia
. _ 1 AT COAGCA OEAO UMV aRq Paligmentagy gSgcrer
As t'he first event in the Rumi TakapAAEs &£ O 1 60 [@iRe Multiguitugglism dalked
Series the program was dedicated about the importance of such
O 51 AAOOOAT AET Che paditigadisOwere Be@/Apdst gatherings and encouraged all the
aiming to be an introduction to tive about the event expressing communities to come together
201 EBO 1 EEA Al Atheir Aifirigizss AoQarticipa®eCn | dndEshare their experiences with
his spiritual thought. The event other programs of the Rumi Talk other communities in a peacefu
gathered a broad audience ofSeries. fashion. The program was con
students, faculty and staff cluded with group photos and
Hon. Peter Miken Speaker of the House, ata Turish Famiy House in 0k mempers  from the University ofl The Meet Your Neighbours Pro-sincere wishes for successful
Toronto and beyond. The programgram of Intercultural Dialogue| future gatherings.
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Intercultural Studv Tour to Turkev 2011

Intercultural Dialogue Institute has been organizing Intercultural study trips to Turkey every year in differ-

beautiful country with the community we serve.

Through these tours participants have a chance to witness the grantlistory of diverse cultures and
traditions that have coexisted throughout millennia, to learn and observe both modern and traditiona

Chlef of Toronto Police Bill Blair and
ent periods of the year. Study tours to Turkey are parts of the effort to share the cultural richness of thisseputy Chiefs Tony Warr and Peter

Sloly visiting city of Urfa and Member
of Parliament Emin Onen

A0l OO0OAT DOAAOGEAAOR O AAOATT P OAIl AQdnizdicdd coapératienE OE 1 O AOT 66 . '/ 6
across the nations, and also to establish a lifelong friendship among communities.
Participants have an opportunity to meet and interact with different crosssections of Turkish society, e.g.
individuals, families, businesses, cultural and religious communities, educational institutions and govermn-
ment officials acting as our hosts.
You may contact with your regional branch to learn more about the Intercultural trips.
: : . : : Your task is not to seek
« Et maintenant? Lutte et puissance émergente au Me@eient et le pointde | for love, but merely to
vue de la Turquie » seek and find all the
; , - - — — - — —— barriers within yourself
Dialogue intercultu-! OAl AOGO POI ZEAOOABDO FOER®AIT E0A0®ﬁ3@"’thatyouhavebuilt A
rel Institut Montréal ensociétéavec | Fatih (Istanbul) et ses recherches ety |a téte de la Chaire Raou . .
16! 001 AEAQEIT T AA&Wm@Q*EmeQ“*%”&V@&wdmemmswm@mw against it.
i ET T 400NOA AA d BisSet les polijque®ibtdriaipnales. ; . .
. et diplomatiques. Son discours er
organisé une conféren- De son coté, il nous a présenté S€8 ancais © « Le Hamas palestinieh Rumi
ce surle Moyen-Orient et la Turquie. | discussions en anglais : « New Tur- cais - s 6l p Sb
, 81 011 AT AT O A A Okish ferdigh polich in thepnewi Midd EPMmme mauvais éleve du modele
2011 de 17h00 & 19h00 dans la salledle East » et « Gulen movement : lamiste turc? »
de séminaire a la Faculté de scienceglobal civic society peace initiative
pi 1 EGENOA AO AA »AOTEO U 1851 EOA
du Québec a Montréal. . )
Par ailleurs, nous avons aussi eu
Le .titre de la conférence étalt <Y Etpresence de Dr. Vincent Roman
maintenant?  Lutte et ' puissanceprofesseur au département de poli
émergente au MoyerOrient et le OENOA U 16511 - R | Az
point de vue de la Turquie ». Le rvatoir r le MovenOrient et
premier conférencier, Dr. Berdal servatorre sur le ioye ent €
Noahoés Pudding Progr ams
4EA TAEET ¢ 1 £ .1 dife@rdculirésicéntive @gethddin A We dream a ship.
common practice among Muslims harmony while preserving their o .
and Christians in the Middle East.griginal identities. On this ship, world citizens come
Christian communities throughout together based on common value
he Middle E imil T N and_global spirituality. . .
the Middle East prepare a similar, 4 5 a8 | £ | AEGO 0OAAEIC ROAI

sweet dish, called hedik, amah, o
gambhiyyi.
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Pudding at home send a cup of it t

one has a responsibility to maintain
good relations with neighbours
regardless of their religion or be-
liefs. Intercultural Dialogue Institute
continues this tradition in different
parts of Canada using a famou
Turkish saying as its motto:c , A
AAO
E
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each of their neighbours. Becausesity University of Toronto, York
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have been organized in differen
institutions which include the Legis-
Etlve Assemhly. of Ontario, Alhert
rli&nfeht, ‘ﬁjoéeﬁ‘l Or td?y g
80 #AOEAA
University, University of Alberta,
Toronto City Hall, and many more.

We dream a ship
sOn this ship, people of the globe live
Ggrdony with one another. As a cu
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braces the other.
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t We dream a ship.

4. On this ship, everyone will be abld
Qo keep and retain their own iden-
Ot qulture, Rith ghiritage gighg
ness, and taste. There will be re
spect for each of these cultures a
faiths. On this ship, there is dialogg
and understanding among peopl
of different faiths. Instead of bias
_and hatred, there is empathy and

blerance. Instead of education fo
D

war, tllere is educatjon for. peace
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Intercultural
Dialogue Instit

Headquarter

777 Supertest Road,

IDI Toronto . IDI Ottawa__.
777 Supertest Road, Toronto, ON M3J 2M9 26 Thorncliff Place, Ottawa, ON K2H 6L2
Phone: 416/87-2300 Phone: 613829-7787

ute Fax: 416663-4605 Fax: 613829-7787

IDI Monteal IDI Edmonton

700 Rue Marlatt, Ville St. Laurent, QC H4M 2H5 13041 156 St. Suite:14 Edmonton, AB T5V 004

Phone: 788665-1843
Fax: 780472-8867

Phone: 514661-1453
Fax: 514223-2163

Phone: 416787-2300

Fax: 416663-4605

Email:info.interculturaldialog.com

Towards g

IDI Vancouver . IDI Calgary .

Phone: 604£294-1494
Fax: 604648-8155

peaceé

IDI Kitchener&Waterloo .
312 Lawrence Ave. Kitchener ON N2M 1Y4
Phone: 51954-1773
Fax: 519954-1773

Phone: 40890-6646
Fax: 403206-7616

| obal

IDI London .
565 Proudfoot Ln, London, ON N6H 0A1
Phone: 519818-1869
Fax: 519641-7652

IDI Hamilton
147 South Bend Rd. E, Hamilton, ON L9A 2B5
Phone: 905383-4999
Fax: 905383-4999

www.interculturaldiaolg.com

a member of

3993 Henning Dr. Suite:216, Burnaby, BC V5C 6P7 5204 Rundleview Rd. NE, Calgary, AB T1Y 1J4

Respect for Humankind b¥ethullah Gulen

We dream of a generation whc
will embrace and build the future
upon interpreting problems not
according to the sources or rea;
sons from which they arise, bu
with respect to their ideals. If we
are passengers who are on differ
ent paths and using different
strategies, but all heading for the
same destination, then wh
should we defame the others whc
are with us on this sacred journey
that has such a lofty goal?

With its many dimensions, the
modern world has pushed hu-
manity into many dark alleys.
And we have come face to fac
with many problems, the nature
of which we have no idea. We ari
trying to cope with these prob-
lems, but they are extremely slip-
pery and inconsistent, and in due
proportion the outcomes are full
of contradictions. There are thou-
sands of Khidrs who are commit
ted to fetch the water of life from

Mount Qaf for humanity, but none ses, or to discover remedies thattoward each other while we are in the
of them possess any sign of thesave? Can this ever be possiblsame camp. We do not have a mono|
elixir of immortality. Despite all the| while some are harassing othersoly of the good and the beautiful
-efforts of these people who arewith accusations of unbelief and therefore we cannot be allowed tg
"apostlesto-be," respect for the sinning, or even physically as-wage a war with the passengers wh
human soul has been severely chalsaulting them?

-lenged by real dangers. but on a different path.

The humanity of our time ha
We have struggled for many yearsbeen imprisoned by focusing onwe may have some criticisms abou
in this way; nevertheless, we haveone flower on the way to the the path and system of someone wh
not accomplished any synthesis thatspring, and has been deceived bythinks differently from us; this is an
will constitute the pillars of tomor- | a drop while chasing the ocean. lexpression of minds that operate in
row. This has indeed been impossifeel that such slavery will be im- different ways. But, if we arestriving
ble. Our feelings and thoughts havepossible to overcome until We tg reach the same horizon, we must 3
promised and brought about dis- have liberated humanity and |east respect the way others think
crete things, and we were like musi-given them a new outlook. We areThijs is a prerequisite of heading in
cians with a broken record and anburdened with the task of ex- the same direction, sharing the sam
encomplete composition, swaying pressing the truth . . . | wish that pelief, utilizing the same terminology
from one door to another, looking we had been able to have doneand finally and above all, of respect
efor a producer. When every individ- so! ing the sacred meaning glorified by
ual denies all the other truths be _ God Almighty.

cause of the portion of truth which No matter how charming and
they hold in their hands, and when €nchanting the atmosphere tha
they compel others to stick to their catches the eye or fills the heart i
respective portions, will it ever be there is no permission for us t
possible to have ideas line up ondorget the truth to which we are

are heading to the same destination
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after another, to attain new synthe A committed. We cannot stay alien




