
Essay Contest by IDI Ottawa: Language of Art 
and Art of Living Together 

We live in a world of ever-increasing interdepend-
ence between nations, but, paradoxically, of growing 
enmity between cultures, religions and social groups. 
A lack of knowledge about other traditions and beliefs 
can be a catalyst for antagonism between individuals 
and groups when forced to live in close proximity. 
The same can be true on a global level, where the 
media often becomes the only way groups and com-
munities are exposed to each other.  
 

As IDI, we believe that exposure to different cultures 
and faiths will build mutual understanding between 
groups and individuals and contribute to peaceful 
interdependence. Cultural and religious understand-
ing must be generated among individuals in and be-
tween their neighborhoods, religious communities, 
and workplaces. In congruence with these state-
ments, we are pursuing intercultural and interfaith 
initiatives to encourage and support local authorities 
and community groups in managing their religious 
and cultural differences to bring about collaboration 
rather than conflict.   
 

Headquartered in Toronto, with currently operating 9 
chapters; we are committed to improving the 
dialogue and harmony between cultures, ethnicities, 
and communities throughout the nation.  

 

The objectives of the IDI have been achieved largely 
due to the support we have received from other 
organizations and/or individuals who have seen 
value in the projects carried out by the IDI.  We have 
organized many events over the last several years 
aimed at uniting Canadians of various backgrounds 
through engaging them in programs and projects 
such as conferences, cultural exhibitions, religious 
excursions and youth and family oriented short and 
long term initiatives.  
 

The success of the activities implemented by the IDI 
owes much to those people who have lead their 
communities to engage in intercultural and inter-
faith activities and support the IDI when invited to 
embrace events fusing Canadians. 
 

We will endeavour to contribute to sustainable and 
peaceful coexistence amongst all communities both 
nationally and globally.   
I would like to introduce you our  new  IDI Quarterly 
.Å×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅ Ȱ(ÁÒÍÏÎÙȱȢ In Harmony, 
you will find detailed information  about our past 
activities and future projects, interviews, inspiring 
articles,  and much more... 
From all of us at the IDI, we extend our warmest 
wishes of health, joy and peace to all of readers  

 

Ahmet Tamirci 

Welcome Message 

London Branch hosts its First Dialogue and 
Friendship Program 

London Branch of Intercultural 
Dialogue Institute (IDI) organized 
its 1st Annual Friendship Dinner 
ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ Ȱ&ÁÍÉÌÙ ÏÆ &ÁÍÉȤ
lies ɀ 3ÈÁÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ (ÏÕÓÅ ÏÆ ,ÏÎÄÏÎȱ 
ÁÔ "ÅÓÔ 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ ,ÁÍÐÌÉÇÈÔÅÒ )ÎÎȭÓ 
on February 3rd, 2011. 
 
IDI London invited more than 70 
prominent members of society 
including politicians,  professors, 
businessmen, media and religious 
leaders.   
 
Keynote Speech by Michael Bechard 
ÆÒÏÍ +ÉÎÇȭÓ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅȟ 
Water marbling art (Ebru) show, 
art exhibition, and live Turkish Sufi 
Music were the highlights of the 
night. MP Irene Mathyssen, Mayor 
Joe Fontana, Chief of Police Brad 
Duncan and Professor Hugh Mellon 

ÆÒÏÍ +ÉÎÇȭÓ 5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ 
shared their remarks on the signifi-
cance and success event. 
 
Other distinguished guests of the 
night were City Councillors, Chief of 
Fire John Kobarda, District & Catho-
lic School Board Trustees. Religious 
Leaders. Professors and Community 
Representatives. 
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The Intercultural Dialogue Institute
-Ottawa is organizing an essay 
contest for university students in 
Ottawa, geared towards an inter-
disciplinary approach to enhancing 
core skills in their disciplines.  The 
winners will be invited to the Dia-
logue and Friendship program at 
the Parliament Hill for the award 
ceremony on May 4, 2011. 
 

These core competencies include, 
but are not limited to: 

Critical Thinking 
Written expression through the 
Language Arts 
 Interdisciplinary Studies 

 

The thematic scope of the Annual 
Essay Contest encompasses the 
following fields of study: Cultural 
Studies, Government, Sociology, 
Language Arts, International Af-
fairs, Political Science, Law, History, 

Education, and Communication. 
 
2011 Theme: "The Art of Living 
Together: What can International 
Language of Arts Teach us about 
Global Harmony?" Or, more simply, 
"The Language of Art and the Art of 
Living Together" 
 
Winning students will be awarded as 
follows: 

1st place: $ 3,000  
2nd place: $ 2,500  
3rd place: $ 1,000  

 
In addition to these awards, the 
winners will be invited to the Par-
liament Hill Dialogue and Friend-
ship Program for the Award Cere-
mony in October, 2011. For more 
information, please 
visit  essaycontest.ciid.ca. 
 

Dear Friends of Intercultural Dialogue Institute, 

http://essaycontest.ciid.ca/


Intercultural Dialogue Institute ɀ 
Ottawa (IDI - Ottawa) organized 
its first interfaith gathering in 
Ottawa on Monday, February 28, 
2011. The theme of the event was 
Ȭ,ÉÖÉÎÇ 4ÏÇÅÔÈÅÒ ÁÓ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÕÒÓȭȢ 
The friends of IDI ɀOttawa at-
tended the program and enjoyed 
to see different cultural and reli-
gious community leaders around.  
 

The Master of Ceremony was Rev. 
Jim Baldwin from the Britannia 
United Church. After the keynote 
speech by Father Alex Michalopu-
los, Dormition of the Virgin Mary 
Greek Orthodox Church, the Abo-
riginal and Ethnic Liaison Officer 
of the RCMP talked about the 
Ȭ-ÅÅÔ 9ÏÕÒ .ÅÉÇÈÂÏÕÒÓȱ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ  
and MP Madam Lise Zarac gave 
some insightful remarks about the 
value of Intercultural trips to 
Turkey organized by IDI. Rabbi 
Arie Chark, The Metivta of Ottawa, 
Senior pastor Richard Trenholm 
of Kanata Pentecostal Church, Mr. 
Zakaria Khan, the NCR Muslim 
Coordinating Council, Dr. Harpal 
Buttar, and representatives of 
Ottawa Sikh Community also 
shared their remarks about the 
program. 
 

A compelling part of the evening 
was the art show. All the atten-
dees were just amazed when 
Ebru (Turkish Water Marbling) 
artist Ms. Hulya Arslan was per-
forming the show.  
 

At the end of the program, Dr. 
Alice Wong, Member of Parlia-
ment and Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Multiculturalism talked 
about the importance of such 
gatherings and encouraged all the 
communities to come together 
and share their experiences with 
other communities in a peaceful 
fashion. The program was con-
cluded with group photos and 
sincere wishes for successful 
future gatherings. 

IDI Ottawa organized 

Interfaith Gathering 

with the theme ôLiving 

Together as ôNeighborsõ 

of the event featured a media 
presentation, two academics 
speeches and a live Whirling 
Dervish performance. The first 
speaker was Maria Subtelny, 
Professor of Persian and Islamic 
Studies at Near and Middle 
Eastern Civilizations Department 
at the University of Toronto. In her 
presentation, Maria spoke about 
the tales in the Masnawi, an epic 
work of Rumi.  
 

The second presentation made by 
Willaim Rory Dickson was titled 
"Love Beyond Borders: Rumi's 
Poetry in an Intercultural World". 
Rory who is completing his PHD in 
religious studies at Wilfrid Laurier 
University spoke about the theme 
ÏÆ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÎ 2ÕÍÉȭÓ ÐÈÉÌÏÓÏÐÈÙȢ (Å 
emphasized the significance of 
2ÕÍÉȭÓ ÁÄÖÉÃÅ ȰÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ 
ÓÐÅÁËȱ ÆÏÒ ÏÕÒ ÍÏÄÅÒÎ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ 
  
The participants were very posi-
tive about the event expressing 
their willingness to participate in 
other programs of the Rumi Talk 
Series. 
 
The Meet Your Neighbours Pro-
gram of Intercultural Dialogue 

The message of peace, tolerance 
ÁÎÄ ÌÏÖÅ ÉÎ 2ÕÍÉȭÓ ÐÏÅÔÒÙ ÈÁÓ 
transcended cultural and relgious 
boundaries and gained a  
Universal appeal. As a result, 
UNESCO has declared the year 
2007 as the International Year of 
Rumi. In North America Rumi is 
now one of the most widely read 
poets.  
 

To appreciate the rich spiritual 
heritage of this 13th century 
mystical thinker and poet 
Intercultural Dialogue Institute -
Toronto has launched a series of 
programs called Rumi Talk Series. 
Part One of this series was held on 
March 8th, 2011 at the St. George 
campus of the University of 
Toronto. The event was 
sponsored by SAYGI Turkish 
Canadian Academics Association. 
 

As the first event in the Rumi Talk 
Series the program was dedicated 
ÔÏ 5ÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ 2ÕÍÉȭÓ ,ÅÇÁÃÙ 
aiming to be an introduction to 
2ÕÍÉȭÓ ÌÉÆÅ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÊÏÒ ÁÓÐÅÃÔÓ ÏÆ 
his spiritual thought. The event 
gathered a broad audience of 
students, faculty and staff 
members from the University of 
Toronto and beyond. The program 

Rumi Talk Series: Understanding Rumiõs Legacy 
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Institute is a program where Turkish 
families hosts guests at their houses to 
have dinner together. Families meet, 
greet, and create a joyful atmosphere to 
enhance dialogue and exchange.  
The evening is about having a great 
time together in an environment open 
to learning over a meal. Through this 
experience, exchange of ideas, toler-
ance, development of new forms of 
dialogue and new friendships are 
hoped to be gained.  

Our guests include Hon. Peter Miliken 
(Speaker of the House), Minister 
Margarett Best (Ontario), MLA David 
Xiao (Alberta), Hon. Jim Watson (Mayor 
of Ottawa), Marcel Tremblay and many 
others. If you would like to join us and 
experience Turkish culture, please 
contact our office in your region. 

Hon. Peter Miliken, Speaker of the House, at a Turkish Family House in Ottawa  

Meet Your Neighbors  

Toronto Chapter of Intercultural 
Dialogue Institute (IDI) organized 
its 6th Annual Friendship Dinner 
ÕÎÄÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÅÍÅ ÏÆ Ȱ2ÁÉÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
Generation of Peace in the Toronto 
3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÏÆ $ÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙȱ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ &ÁÉÒÍÏÎÔ 
2ÏÙÁÌ 9ÏÒË (ÏÔÅÌȭÓ )ÍÐÅÒÉÁÌ 2ÏÏÍ 
on January 12th 2011, which was 
dedicated to the role of education in 
a multicultural society. 
 

The dinner brought together 240 
distinguished faces of Toronto in-

cluding MPs, Provincial ministers, MPPs, University Presidents, School Board Directors, Representatives from 
Police, Fire and Emergency Services, community and faith leaders, and university professors. The event was 
introduced by a hosting committee consisting of 10 distinguished members of Canadian society who contrib-
uted their leadership, knowledge, and experience to the organization of the dinner.  

 
The program of the night included introductory videos about the activities of IDI and Intercultural study trip to 
Turkey. Art of Water Marbling (Ebru) show was one of the compelling parts of the program in which some dis-
tinguished guests had a chance to personally participate. An award-winning student choir from William Dunbar 
Public School offered their own contribution to the event. The choir performance included among others the 
song Inshallah written and composed by Dr. Gary Polonsky, the founder and former president of the UOIT. A 
prize draw held at the end of the program became another memorable moment of the night. The draw featured 
two comfort level return tickets to Istanbul presented by Turkish Airlines.   

 
&ÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÍÅȟ )$) ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÅÄ ÉÔÓ Ȱ%ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÃÅ ÉÎ $ÉÖÅÒÓÉÔÙ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ !×ÁÒÄȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÏÆ %ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ 
Ontario to recognize its outstanding contributions to the field of inclusive education.  
 
 

Friendship Dinner Brought Us Together in Toronto 
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different cultures can live together in 

harmony while preserving their 

original identities .  

 

! ÎÕÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ .ÏÁÈȭÓ 0ÕÄÄÉÎÇ ÅÖÅÎÔÓ 
have been organized in different 
institutions which include the Legis-
lative Assembly of Ontario, Alberta 
Parliament, St-Joseph Oratory, St. 
-ÉÃÈÁÅÌȭÓ #ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌȟ -Ã'ÉÌÌ 5ÎÉÖÅÒȤ
sity, University of Toronto, York 
University, University of Alberta, 
Toronto City Hall, and many more. 
 

 

We dream a ship 

On this ship, people of the globe live in 
harmony with one another. As a cup 
ÏÆ .ÏÁÈȭÓ ÐÕÄÄÉÎÇȟ ÅÁÃÈ ÎÁÔÉÏÎ ÅÍȤ

braces the other. 
 

4ÈÅ ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÏÆ .ÏÁÈȭÓ 0ÕÄÄÉÎÇ ÉÓ Á 
common practice among Muslims 
and Christians in the Middle East. 
Christian communities throughout 
the Middle East prepare a similar 
sweet dish, called hedik, amah, or 
qamhiyyi.  

 

)Î 4ÕÒËÅÙȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ÃÏÏË .ÏÁÈȭÓ 
Pudding at home send a cup of it to 
each of their neighbours. Because, 
one has a responsibility to maintain  
good relations with neighbours 
regardless of their religion or be-
liefs. Intercultural Dialogue Institute 
continues this tradition in different 
parts of Canada using a famous 
Turkish saying as its motto: ͼ,ÅÔȭÓ 
ÅÁÔ Ó×ÅÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÁÌË Ó×ÅÅÔÌÙȱȢ  
 

.ÏÁÈȭÓ 0ÕÄÄÉÎÇ ÉÓ Á ÓÙÍÂÏÌ ÏÆ ÈÏ× 

We dream a ship. 
 

On this ship, world citizens come 
together based on common values 

and global spirituality. 
 

We dream a ship. 
 

On this ship, everyone will be able 
to keep and retain their own iden-
tity, culture, faith, heritage, rich-
ness, and taste. There will be re-

spect for each of these cultures and 
faiths. On this ship, there is dialog 
and understanding among people 
of different faiths. Instead of bias 
and hatred, there is empathy and 
tolerance. Instead of education for 
war, there is education for peace. 

This is our ship.  
4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ .ÏÁÈȭÓ !ÒËȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÐÅȢ  

Noahõs Pudding Programs 

« Et maintenant? Lutte et puissance émergente au Moyen-Orient et le point de 

vue de la Turquie »  

!ÒÁÌ ÅÓÔ ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÅÕÒ Û Ìȭ5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔï ÄÅ 
Fatih (Istanbul) et ses recherches et 
expertises se concentrent dans les 
lois et les politiques internationales.  
De son côté, il nous a présenté ses 
discussions en anglais : « New Tur-
kish foreign policy in the new Mid-
dle East » et « Gulen movement : a 
global civic society peace initiative 
».  

Par ailleurs, nous avons aussi eu la 
présence de Dr. Vincent Romani, 
professeur au département de poli-
ÔÉÑÕÅ Û Ìȭ51!- ÅÔ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÅÕÒ Û Ìȭ/ÂȤ
servatoire sur le Moyen-Orient et 

Ìȭ!ÆÒÉÑÕÅ ÄÕ .ÏÒÄȢ )Ì ÅÓÔ ïÇÁÌÅÍÅÎÔ 
à la tête de la Chaire Raoul-
Dandurand en études stratégiques 
et diplomatiques. Son discours en 
français : « Le Hamas palestinien 
comme mauvais élève du modèle 
islamiste turc? »  

D i a l o g u e  i n t e r c u l t u -
rel Institut  Montréal en société avec 
Ìȭ!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎ ÄÅÓ OÔÕÄÉÁÎÔÓ ÄÅ Ìȭ5Ȥ
ÎÉÏÎ 4ÕÒÑÕÅ ÄÅ Ìȭ51!- ɉ!O545Ɋ a 
organ isé une conféren-
ce surle Moyen-Orient et la Turquie. 
,ȭïÖîÎÅÍÅÎÔ Á ÅÕ ÌÉÅÕ ÌÅ ρφ ÍÁÒÓ 
2011 de 17h00 à 19h00 dans la salle 
de séminaire à la Faculté de science 
ÐÏÌÉÔÉÑÕÅ ÅÔ ÄÅ ÄÒÏÉÔ Û Ìȭ5ÎÉÖÅÒÓÉÔï 
du Québec à Montréal. 

Le titre de la conférence était : « Et 
maintenant? Lutte et puissance 
émergente au Moyen-Orient et le 
point de vue de la Turquie ». Le 
premier conférencier, Dr. Berdal 

Your task is not to seek 
for love, but merely to 
seek and find all the 
barriers within yourself 
that you have built 

against it. 

 Rumi  

Chief of Toronto Police Bill Blair and 

Deputy Chiefs Tony Warr and Peter 

Sloly visiting city of Urfa and Member 

of Parliament Emin Onen 

Intercultural Dialogue Institute has been organizing Intercultural study trips to Turkey every year in differ-

ent periods of the year.  Study tours to Turkey are parts of the effort to share the cultural richness of this 

beautiful country with the community we serve.  

Through these tours participants have a chance to witness the grand  history of diverse cultures and 

traditions that have coexisted throughout millennia, to learn and observe both modern and traditional 

ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÅÓȟ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÎÕÍÅÒÏÕÓ .'/ȭÓȟ ÔÏ ÆÏÓÔÅÒ ÉÎÔÅÒ-organizational cooperation 

across the nations, and also to establish a lifelong friendship among communities.  

Participants have an opportunity to meet and interact with different cross-sections of Turkish society, e.g. 

individuals, families, businesses, cultural and religious communities, educational institutions and govern-

ment officials acting as our hosts.  

You may contact with your regional branch to learn more about the Intercultural trips.  

Intercultural Study Tour to Turkey 2011 



Mount Qaf for humanity, but none 

of them possess any sign of the 

elixir of immortality. Despite all the 

efforts of these people who are 

"apostles-to-be," respect for the 

human soul has been severely chal-

lenged by real dangers. 

We have struggled for many years 

in this way; nevertheless, we have 

not accomplished any synthesis that 

will constitute the pillars of tomor-

row. This has indeed been impossi-

ble. Our feelings and thoughts have 

promised and brought about dis-

crete things, and we were like musi-

cians with a broken record and an 

incomplete composition, swaying 

from one door to another, looking 

for a producer. When every individ-

ual denies all the other truths be-

cause of the portion of truth which 

they hold in their hands, and when 

they compel others to stick to their 

respective portions, will it ever be 

possible to have ideas line up one 

after another, to attain new synthe- 

We dream of a generation who 

will embrace and build the future 

upon interpreting problems not 

according to the sources or rea-

sons from which they arise, but 

with respect to their ideals. If we 

are passengers who are on differ-

ent paths and using different 

strategies, but all heading for the 

same destination, then why 

should we defame the others who 

are with us on this sacred journey 

that has such a lofty goal?  

With its many dimensions, the 

modern world has pushed hu-

manity into many dark alleys. 

And we have come face to face 

with many problems, the nature 

of which we have no idea. We are 

trying to cope with these prob-

lems, but they are extremely slip-

pery and inconsistent, and in due 

proportion the outcomes are full 

of contradictions. There are thou-

sands of Khidrs who are commit-

ted to fetch the water of life from  

ses, or to discover remedies that 

save? Can this ever be possible 

while some are harassing others 

with accusations of unbelief and 

sinning, or even physically as-

saulting them? 

The humanity of our time has 

been imprisoned by focusing on 

one flower on the way to the 

spring, and has been deceived by 

a drop while chasing the ocean. I 

feel that such slavery will be im-

possible to overcome until we 

have liberated humanity and 

given them a new outlook. We are 

burdened with the task of ex-

pressing the truth . . . I wish that 

we had been able to have done 

so!  

No matter how charming and 

enchanting the atmosphere that 

catches the eye or fills the heart is 

there is no permission for us to 

forget the truth to which we are 

committed. We cannot stay alien  

Headquarter 
777 Supertest Road, 

Phone: 416-787-2300 
Fax: 416-663-4605  

E-mail: info.interculturaldialog.com 

Intercultural 

Dialogue Institute 

Towards global peaceé 

Respect for Humankind by Fethullah Gulen 

toward each other while we are in the 

same camp. We do not have a monop-

oly of the good and the beautiful; 

therefore we cannot be allowed to 

wage a war with the passengers who 

are heading to the same destination 

but on a different path.  

We may have some criticisms about 

the path and system of someone who 

thinks differently from us; this is an 

expression of minds that operate in 

different ways. But, if we are striving 

to reach the same horizon, we must at 

least respect the way others think. 

This is a prerequisite of heading in 

the same direction, sharing the same 

belief, utilizing the same terminology, 

and finally and above all, of respect-

ing the sacred meaning glorified by 

God Almighty.  

   IDI Toronto   . 
777 Supertest Road, Toronto, ON M3J 2M9 

Phone: 416-787-2300 
Fax: 416-663-4605  

   IDI Ottawa   . 
26 Thorncliff Place, Ottawa, ON K2H 6L2 

Phone: 613-829-7787 
Fax: 613-829-7787  

   IDI Monteal   . 
700 Rue Marlatt, Ville St. Laurent, QC H4M 2H5 

Phone: 514-661-1453 
Fax: 514-223-2163  

   IDI Edmonton   . 
13041 156 St. Suite:14 Edmonton, AB T5V 0O6 

Phone: 780-665-1843 
Fax: 780-472-8867  

   IDI Vancouver   . 
3993 Henning Dr. Suite:216, Burnaby, BC V5C 6P7 

Phone: 604-294-1494 
Fax: 604-648-8155  

      IDI Calgary   . 
5204 Rundleview Rd. NE, Calgary, AB T1Y 1J4 

Phone: 403-890-6646 
Fax: 403-206-7616  

   IDI Kitchener&Waterloo   . 
312 Lawrence Ave. Kitchener ON N2M 1Y4 

Phone: 519-954-1773 
Fax: 519-954-1773  

   IDI London   . 
565 Proudfoot Ln, London, ON N6H 0A1 

Phone: 519-318-1869 
Fax: 519-641-7652  

   IDI Hamilton   . 
147 South Bend Rd. E, Hamilton, ON L9A 2B5 

Phone: 905-383-4999 
Fax: 905-383-4999  

www.interculturaldiaolg.com 

a member of 


